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09:00  Registration & welcome coffee  

09:30-10:00 Setting the scene: Water quality: New and old threats – what roles for  

 Economic Instruments? 

• Welcome to Copenhagen 

• Overview: Aim of the Project 

Emma Watkins (IEEP) 

• Aim of the Workshop and who we have as participants 

Mikael Skou Andersen (AU-DCE) 

• Q&A 

10:00-11:00 Plenary roundtable I: Making it work: best practices 
 Chair: Stefan Speck, European Environment Agency (EEA) 

Netherlands: Rotterdam Port Fee to address plastic waste 

Speaker: Frans Oosterhuis, Free University of Amsterdam 

Sweden: Fertilizer tax to address nitrogen leaching 

Speaker: Mark Brady, Agrifood Economics Centre, Lund 

Poland: Waste water taxation to address urban and industry discharges 

Speaker: Kamila Paquel (IEEP) 

• Round table: lessons on good practice 

• Q&A 

11:00 Coffee break 

11:20-12:30 Plenary roundtable II: Process and Different actors: different perspectives? 

 Making use of windows of opportunity - civil society engagement. 

 Facilitator: IEEP 

• Summary of stakeholder roles and the policy cycle  

 Mikael Skou Andersen (AU-DCE) 

Italy: The earmarking of revenues from Italy’s pesticide tax  
Speaker: Chief Economist Aldo Ravazzi, Min. of Environment, Land & Sea 

Denmark: The revenue-neutral phosphorus tax in Denmark 

Speaker: Chairman Christian Ege, Ecological Council Denmark 

• Panel: perceptions of government, civil society, union and business engagement  

in MBIs 

• Roundtable and questions: insights from the floor  

12:30 Lunch break and networking opportunity 

13:30-14:30 Opportunities and barriers regarding fiscal instruments for water quality 

 Chair: European Commission (DG ENV)  

Session Objective: to identify short-term, mid-term and long-term opportunity for fiscal 

instruments to meet objectives for clean waters (including clean seas), in your Member 

State/region. 
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Q:  What are the most obvious entry points and opportunities for improving water 

 quality using market based instruments to your country/in your region? (political, 

 economic, social, environmental) 

Q:  What are the main barriers to reform – and how can they be addressed? 

Q:  Which stakeholder can play which role; and what evidence base is needed to inform 

 progress? 

Q:  What other measures are needed to support successful MBIs? (e.g. mapping and 

 information; standards; complementary instruments) 

14:30-15:30 The devil is in the detail – how can economic instruments for clean water be 

 made more effective? 

Working groups look at the following two issues: 

Working-Group I: Design for effectiveness and acceptability 

Short Input (3-5 mins each) by water quality experts - civil society representative & 

Member State followed by a discussion, facilitated by Anders Branth Pedersen, AU-DCE. 

Q:  Which design features can improve acceptance? 

Q:  How can effectiveness be improved? 

Q:  What role is there for civil society engagement to help effectiveness and 

 acceptability? 

Working-Group II: Windows of opportunity and civil society engagement 

Short Input (3-5 mins each) by a civil society representative, Member State and EU and 

followed by a discussion, facilitated by Patrick ten Brink, IEEP. 

Q:  What windows of opportunity are there (or could be created) for reforms to address 

 the issues and challenges? 

Q:  Where is there a specific need for engagement by (which) civil society? 

Q:  Is there a specific place in the policy cycle for inputs? 

Q:  What tools and approaches could be helpful to facilitate progress? 

15:30 Tea and coffee break 

16:00-17:00 Final roundtable and wrap-up with feedback from the working group rapporteurs, 

 followed by summary of the day and conclusions 

• Rapporteur’s feedback 

• Final feedback from the floor – proposals for how to improve civil society engagement 

in fiscal reform   

• Wrap up and next steps  

 

Register here; https://auws.au.dk/EuropeanWorkshop 
The workshop is free of charge, but places are limited. Participants are  

responsible for their own travels, lodging and insurance. 


